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Written analyses for the below listed items are attached for your consideration in this 
Legislative Analysis. 
 
 

Item Number(s) 
 
 

2(A), 2(B), 2(C), 2(D), 2(E), & 2(F) 2(S) 
3(E)  

 
 
If you require further analysis of these or any other agenda items, please contact 
Guillermo Cuadra, Chief Legislative Analyst, at (305) 375-5469. 
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
 
ITEM 2(A) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ''ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO PURCHASE'' 
APPROXIMATELY 5.13 ACRES IN THE SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT 
WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
ACQUISITION SITE WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AS ASSIGNEE, AND SERGIO A. RIVERA AND MERCEDES RIVERA 
AS SELLERS; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXERCISE 
PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

Department of Environmental Resources Management 
 
ITEM 2(B) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ''ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO PURCHASE'' 
APPROXIMATELY 5.00 ACRES IN THE SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT 
WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
ACQUISITION SITE WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AS ASSIGNEE, AND RASSOUL ABTAHI AND THARION ABTAHI AS 
SELLERS; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXERCISE 
PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

Department of Environmental Resources Management 
 
ITEM 2(C) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ''ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO PURCHASE'' 
APPROXIMATELY 10.00 ACRES IN THE SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT 
WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
ACQUISITION SITE WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AS ASSIGNEE, AND DATA PAX CORPORATION AS SELLER; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXERCISE PROVISIONS CONTAINED 
THEREIN 

Department of Environmental Resources Management 
 
ITEM 2(D) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ''ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO 
PURCHASE'' APPROXIMATELY 5.00 ACRES IN THE SOUTH DADE WETLANDS 
PROJECT WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
ACQUISITION SITE WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AS ASSIGNEE, AND JAMES WHITE JR. AND JUDITH F. WHITE AS 
SELLERS; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXERCISE 
PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

Department of Environmental Resources Management 
 
ITEM 2(E) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ''ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO PURCHASE'' 
APPROXIMATELY 8.11 ACRES IN THE SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT 
WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
ACQUISITION SITE WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AS ASSIGNEE, AND JUAN GOL AND FRANCISCA GUASCH DE 
GOL AS SELLERS; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXERCISE 
PROVISIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

Department of Environmental Resources Management 
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ITEM 2(F) RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ''ASSIGNMENT OF OPTION TO PURCHASE'' 
APPROXIMATELY 4.73 ACRES IN THE SOUTH DADE WETLANDS PROJECT 
WITHIN THE ENVIRONMENTALLY ENDANGERED LANDS PROGRAM 
ACQUISITION SITE WITH THE NATURE CONSERVANCY AS ASSIGNOR, MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY AS ASSIGNEE, AND TAM T. MARTINEZ AS SELLER; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MANAGER TO EXERCISE PROVISIONS CONTAINED 
THEREIN 

Department of Environmental Resources Management 
 
 
I. SUMMARY 
 
Proposed Resolutions would allow the County to acquire in total 37.97 acres of South 
Dade Wetlands in association with the Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) 
Program.   
 
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 
The Land Acquisition Selection Committee has identified 30,708 acres of South Dade 
Wetlands to acquire, protect and restore under the EEL Program; 16,150 acres remain as 
‘Priority A’ for acquisition (see Attachment A). 
  
In January 2004, the County hired Investors Research Associates, Inc. to conduct 
appraisals of 174 parcels in the South Dade Wetlands.  All of the appraised properties, 
including the properties of Items 2(A) through 2(F), are located east of US-1 between 
paved S.W. 328th Street on the north and unpaved S.W. 360th Street on the south in 
extreme southern Miami-Dade County.   
 
The properties were grouped by geographic and physical characteristics with each group 
of properties valued on a generic basis.  By and large, location, development and/or 
zoning approvals determined the appraised value of the parcels assessed by Investors 
Research Associates, Inc.  The highest appraised value going to those zoned or master 
planned for development.   
 
All of the six properties, Analysis Items 2(A) through 2(F), are considered in the 
appraisal.   
 
III. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The acquisition of lands under Items 2(A) through 2(F) make up only a small percentage 
(0.23%) of the South Florida Wetlands identified by the EEL Program for acquisition by 
the County.  The purchasing price is in keeping the appraised value.   
 
What follows is a comparison of Items 2(A) through 2(F).      
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Item 
No. 

Acreage Zoning Proposed 
Purchase 
Price 

Funding 
Source 

2(A) 5.13 GU (interim 
district) – 1 
house per 5 
acres only 

$38,500 
($7,505 per 
acre) 

Building Better 
Communities 
GOB 

2(B) 5.00 GU (interim 
district) – 1 
house per 5 
acres only 

$40,000 
($8,000 per 
acre) 

Building Better 
Communities 
GOB 

2(C) 10.00 GU (interim 
district) – 1 
house per 5 
acres only 

$75,000 
($7,500 per 
acre) 

Building Better 
Communities 
GOB 

2(D) 5.00 GU (interim 
district) – 1 
house per 5 
acres only 

$40,000 
($8,000 per 
acre) 

Building Better 
Communities 
GOB 

2(E) 8.11 Agriculture 
District (1 house 
and agriculture 
use) 

$89,200 
($10,999 
per acre) 

Building Better 
Communities 
GOB 

2(F) 4.73 GU (interim 
district) – 1 
house per 5 
acres only 

$42,600 
($9,006 per 
acre) 

Building Better 
Communities 
GOB 

 
 
 
 
IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 
The total cost of the properties, Items 2(A) through 2(F), is $325,300.   
 
V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
None. 
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
 
EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 
BROWN AND CALDWELL  

Solid Waste Management Department 
 

I. SUMMARY 
 
The proposed resolution being recommended to the BCC will authorize the County 
Manager to execute the Eighth Amendment to the Professional Services Agreement 
between Miami-Dade County and Brown and Caldwell.  This amendment will continue 
the current agreement between the County and Brown and Caldwell for their bond 
engineering services associated with the Solid Waste System Bonds (Ordinance 96-168).    
 
II. PRESENT SITUATION 
 

• Brown and Caldwell currently provides Miami-Dade County with bond 
engineering services.  In essence, the agreement states that Brown and Caldwell 
will monitor operational and financial perspectives in connection with the Solid 
Waste System Bonds. 

   
• The current contract is a 22 year agreement that commenced in 1987 and is set to 

run until April 28, 2009. 
  
• Every 3 to 3 1/2 years, the respective agreement calls for an amendment allowing 

the department to address the reauthorization of funds.  The amendments also 
allow the department the opportunity to entertain the current needs of the 
department regarding the agreement. 

 
III. POLICY CHANGE AND IMPLICATION 

 
• In the past, the amendments for this particular agreement have addressed the 

needs of the department for a term of three (3) years. This amendment is different, 
where it is asking for the resources and funding for only a year.  

  
• At the request of the Office of Inspector General (OIG), the department has 

modified and updated the lay out of this agreement to comply with today’s 
standards for bond engineering agreements.  The department is currently awaiting 
more feedback from the OIG.  A formal OIG report is now pending.     

 
• The department has requested the resources and funding for a one year 

amendment. When the official OIG report becomes available the department has 
expressed they will then address any additional contract modifications deemed 
necessary and determine the duration of any future funding allocations.   
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IV. ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 

• The total authorization for the term of the Eighth Amendment is $1,259,000. 
 (Note: This amendment is requesting a 1 year extension that will run until April 
 28, 2006, instead of the traditional 3 years.) 
   
• Exhibit 1 (provided within the item) offers a projection of the funding for this 

amendment. 
 

V. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
  
 N/A 






